Spectropolarimetric calibration of CanariCam: Development of a network of calibration sources for polarimeters on large telescopes

F. Martín-Luis^1, M. Kidger^2, J. Hough^3, C. Packham^4, H. Lehto^5

1Departamento de Astrofísica, Universidad de La Laguna 2Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias 3Department of Astronomy, University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield, UK 4Department of Astronomy, University of Florida 5Tuorla Observatory, Finland

One of the calibration problems posed by the new generation of mid-infrared instrumentation on 8-10 metre class telescopes is that of polarimetric calibration. To be able to calibrate polarimetric data reliably it is necessary to be able to measure both the instrumental polarisation and the efficiency of detection of polarisation with a high degree of accuracy. In many senses the problems are less difficult han for spectrophotometric calibration, but still need to be defined and overcome. In this poster we discuss the polarisation calibration problems relevant to the mid-infrared.